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A NEW ERICA FROM VOORBERG, CAPE DISTRICT 
By Cor. H. A. BAKER. 


Erica leucotrachela H. A. Baker sp. nov. (Ericaceae-Ericoideae) $ Evanthe 
(sub-section longiflorae). 

Frutex erectus fermiter ramosus, ad 1:5 m. altus, dense foliosus: 
ramuli laterales florentes breves multi, juniores pubescentes. Folia 
4-nata lanceolata, sulcata, 7—8 mm. longa, glabra, plerumque dense 
imbricata in ramulis, juniora ciliata. Inflorescentia spicata floribus 
solitariis terminalibus. Pedunculi 1 mm. longi: bracteae 3, ovatae, apice 
carinatae glabrae minute ciliatae scariosae obscure albae, 2—3 mm. 
longae, calycem cingentes. Sepala ovato-lanceolata convexa, apice 
carinata, dorsaliter caniculata, minute ciliata, 5—7 mm. longa, scariosa 
obscure alba sed apice viridia. Corolla tubulata curvata, plus minusve 
constanter sursum versus ad fauces ampliata, sed circum antheras dilatata, 
1-5—2 em. longa, inferne puberula et candido-coccinea, superne per 2 mm. 
sicut segmenta breviter velutina et clare alba, segmentis vix extensis, 
demum subfuscis. Stamina in tubo inclusa; filamenta parum super basin 
cellulae affixa; antherae scabridulae, minute aristatae vel muticae, 
triangulae, basi plus minusve rotundae, 1-75 mm. longae, poro dimidio 
lobi; aristae decurrentes una cum filamentis, apicibus brevissime liberis. 
Ovarium glabrum obconicum, 4-loculare, stylo breviter exerto, stigmate 
capitellato. 

CAPE PROVINCE: Caledon Div. in large colonies usually above 
2,000 ft. on steep, marshy slopes on the seaward side of all the major 


peaks from Rooi-els to Palmiet River. Not found below the mist or 
cloud belt characteristic of this district. Baker 1415, holotype in Bolus 
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Herbarium; Baker 1342; Compton 7707; Esterhuizen 18857; several speci- 
mens from H. F. Wood in the Compton Herbarium; Rycroft 1407. Flowers 
May—October. 


Fie. 1.—Erica leucotrachela H. A. Baker (natural size) Baker 1342 Del. I. Kerr. 
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Erect, strongly branched up to 1-5 m. in height, densely leafy with 
many short lateral flowering branchlets, the younger branches pubescent. 
Leaves, 4-nate densely imbricate on short branchlets, lanceolate, sulcate, 
7—8 mm. long, glabrous, the younger ciliate. Inflorescence spicate the 
flowers solitary at the ends of short branchlets. Peduncles 1 mm. long. 
Bracts 3 ovate, keel-tipped, glabrous, minutely ciliate, clasping the calyx, 
2—3 mm. long, scarious, dirty white. Sepals ovate-lanceolate, convex 
keel-tipped and grooved on the back, minutely ciliate, 5—7 mm. long, 
scarious, dirty white with green tips. Corolla tubular, curved, widening 
more or less regularly upwards to the throat but dilated round the 
anthers, the lower part puberulous and bright crimson-lake, the top 2 mm. 
and the segments velvety and pure white, 14—2 cm. long, the segments 
hardly spreading and at length turning brown. Stamens included; fila- 
ments attached just above the base of the anther cell; anthers scabridulous, 
muticous or minutely awned, triangular, more or less rounded at the 
base, the cells dark coloured 1-75 mm. long with the pore half as long 
as the cell, the awns, when present, decurrent on the filaments with the 
tips just free. Ovary glabrous, obconic, 4-chambered. Style shortly 
exerted, stigma capitellate. 

I am indebted to Mr. H. F. Wood of Betty’s Bay for introducing me 
to this species and showing me the colony growing on Pringle Peak. 
Here it was in great profusion at about 2,800 ft., competing with strong 
Protea and other bush on a steep, marshy slope facing the sea. Mr. Wood 
had made an extensive study of this district and I find, from other speci- 
mens he has shown me, that they vary slightly in the size of the corolla 


and in the incidence of appendages to the anthers*, but otherwise it is 
quite consistent and seems clearly to merit the rank of species. It has 


been collected before as noted above and its relation to other species is 
discussed below. 

Since Flora Capensis was compiled much new material has been 
collected from many districts and there is a pressing need for revision. 
A number of the species were described from cultivated specimens at 
Kew and elsewhere, and it is evident from a study of Andrew’s figures 
and some of the descriptions that specimens cultivated in another climate 
and under horticultural conditions are liable to vary from the natural 
species in its own environment, both in the luxuriousness of the floral 
parts and in the quantity and nature of the hairs. This has caused some 
difficulty in the correct identification of new material. 

E. leucotrachela has been deemed in the Cape Town Herbaria to be 
nearest to Æ. macowanii Cupino and E. serratifolia Andr. 


*As in Baker 1342. Collected by Mr. Wood above Betty’s Bay. 
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E. macowanii. 

It differs from this species in the following respects: (a) shape, size, 
degree of hairiness and colour of the corolla, (b) shape of the bracts, (c) 
shape of and number of chambers in the ovary, (d) size of the pore in the 
anther cell, (e) habitat. Although E. macowanii is found in the same 
district it has not been found at the same height. On Pringle Peak there 
was a gap of 500 ft. between the two. Although the description in the 
Flora Capensis (footnote) states ‘easily distinguishable from Æ. perspicua 
as it differs in having a 4-celled ovary and in the colour” this has been 
found to be an error as E. macowanii has an 8-chambered ovary as a rule 
and certainly in all the specimens I have collected. The colour is variable 
from red and orange to all orange but never as in Æ. leucotrachela. E. 
perspicua differs in colour and shape from E. macowanii and the anthers 
in the latter are hairy. 


Fic. 2.—1. Corolla, curved. 2. Flower. 3. Bract. 4. Sepal. 5. Gynoecium. 6. Stamen. 
7. Stamen, back view. All x 3. 8. Anther, side view to show appendages 
where present. X 6. (From Baker 1342) Del. H. A. Baker. 


E. serratifolia. 

It differs from the above in (a) the leaves, (b) the number of flowers 
on the branchlets, (c) the size, shape and colour of the corolla which, in 
E. serratifolia, is glabrous. The description in Flora Capensis is stated 
by the authors to have been compiled from a growing, cultivated speci- 
men at Kew and with the aid of drawings and descriptions in Andrew’s 
Heathery, which was itself compiled from cultivated specimens. This 
states that the leaves are ‘‘ciliate with plumed hairs” with a note “‘ciliate- 
serrate according to Bentham”. In the mounted flower in the Bolus 
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Herbarium, stated to be from Kew, the leaves are very markedly serrate- 
ciliate with plumed hairs; nevertheless, in none of the specimens examined 
in the Herbaria was this character found. Andrews says that “the leaves 
are harsh, sawed, sharp, shining, three-sided”. Loddiges says that ‘‘the 
leaves are minutely toothed at the edges’; de Candolle says that ‘the 
leaves are cilio-serrate’’. In Andrew’s figure the flowers are 2—3-nate; 
in Flora Cap. 4-nate (or sub-solitary, noted by Bentham). In Andrews 
they are almost cylindrical, have no swelling at the anthers and are 
coloured yellow above and pink at the base; the anthers are muticous. 
The bracts in the Kew specimen are lanceolate. There is a var. sub-nuda 
described by Bolus in which the leaves are not as in the species and most 
of the material collected is of this var. but it has little resemblance to 
E. leucotrachela. It would appear that the species E. serratifolia requires 
revision. 

From the above consideration it seems clear that H. leucotrachela is 
not a variety of either of the above and that it rightly merits the rank 
of species. 


I wish to thank the staff of the Bolus and Compton Herbaria for 
allowing me to use their material and giving me advice and assistance 
and Capt. T. M. Salter, R.N., for the Latin translation and other valuable 
assistance. 


